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Attacks on the Welfare State are common in the political discourse of western liberal democracies at the beginning of the 21st century. These attacks call into question the political viability of the Welfare State and criticize its philosophical underpinnings as well as the moral and social ideals it stands for. The criticisms include the observation that welfare states interfere with individual autonomy and/or that they embody an ethically unacceptable vision of justice, namely, one that violates basic considerations of reciprocity by favoring those who do not deserve to be benefited.  These objections are all founded on normative principles that sit well with moral intuition, many times.  In this course, we are going to review normative reasons given for and against the concept of  the Welfare State as an abstract political ideal.  In so doing, we will  explore issues such as the role of solidarity for political thinking, what duties of fair play towards fellow citizens amount to, what the connection between equality and liberty is, whether higher order human needs such as self-realization should be the province of social and economic rights, and many more.  Importantly, we will also explore the normative basis of different types of “welfare logics”. All these questions have policy and institutional implications that we will touch on. 

Academic Integrity

You must become familiar with Rollins’  Academic Honor Code. You can find the code online at: http://www.rollins.edu/studentrecords/main/academic_regulations.html

Please read the honor pledge and learn what constitutes an honor code violation,

especially as regards cheating and plagiarism. Plagiarism is intellectual theft and you must know what constitutes it to avoid it. Failing to cite sources or incorrectly citing your sources constitutes plagiarism. Plagiarism can be unintentional, but  it should be punished regardless of intention since it devalues academic quality, and  irrevocably  damages the credibility of the individual responsible for it.  Because of this, please refrain from committing it, by getting familiarized with the honor code

Requirements

One midterm exam,  a term- research paper ( for which you are expected to submit  a proposal), serving as a  discussion leader by drafting discussion questions at least once for the class, participating in the debate sessions.

Class Debates

Depending on the size of class enrollment, groups of 2-3 students will be responsible for dicussing an issue, taking a side, and defending their position in class. In this way, students will have the opportunity to develop their critical thinking skills and to logically analyze the material under study.  Usually, these debates will start with the presentation of a hypothetical scenario, or with the allusion to a national or international state of affairs that elicits controversy or discussion in the media. 

Discussion Leaders

Each week, a pair of students will be responsible for helping to lead our discussion. As

discussion leader, your job will be to draw from the week’s readings to pose interesting

questions and offer comments and interpretations.  Everyone must be a discussion leader at least once. The message boards on Foxlink are also a good medium for conversing with me and with your fellow classmates if you have queries or contributions between class meetings.

Paper

In the paper you should depart from one theoretical problem or question studied in this course and apply it to some contemporary, or historical,  issue so as to provide insights on how political theory bears on current, or past,  political and social phenomena.

***Specific guidelines for writing a good paper in a political theory class are posted on blackboard. You are encouraged to come to my office hours to discuss ideas and drafts. Every student is required to come to my office hours at least once with a brief draft of the paper so that I can see how it is shaping up before you submit the final version ***

Proposal: Every student is required to turn in a brief proposal of their papers on teh specified date below. Failure to do so will  negatively impacto n the final grade.

Final True or False Quiz: This is a final test, but not in the essay form. In order to make sure that students keep up with the readings and discussions, I will administer a quiz comprehending the materials and debates covered  during  the second half of the course (after the midterm).

Percentages:

Midterm: 30%
Paper and Proposal: 30%
Quiz: 20%
Participation: (discussion leaders + debates+ general): 20%
Evaluation Criteria

In this class, average work earns a C.  If the student writes an acceptable paper, and fulfills all the other assignments for the class, she will receive a C.  Students receiving an A will have written an excellent paper, or set thereof, participated actively in class, and fulfilled all the other requisites for the course equally satisfactorily.  For an idea of what an excellent paper in political theory demands of you as a writer, refer to the guidelines posted on blackboard.  A B range grade will be awarded for students who fulfill the criteria for a C, but their written assignments are of superior quality. The participation grade will be based upon the quality and quantity of participation. For this reason, it is advisable that you carefully reflect on what your are going to contribute to the class. The superior A grade will be awarded to students who regularly offer insightful comments. Coming to my office hours also contributes to a good grade for this class. Excessive absences will make it impossible for you to receive a grade above the C range. (they can also make you fail the class).

***Materials will be posted on Blackboard***

Schedule

 August 23:  What is Political Theory? What is the particularity of  Welfare State Poitical Theory?  

August 26: Reasons for the Welfare State.  Explanation  of types of benefits. Titmuss chpater on “Universalism versus Selection” +   Chapter 2 Goodin et. al  on “Reasons for Welfare” 
 August 31: Emergence of Social Rights  Marshall’s article on “Citizenship and Social Class” (excerpt)  + Briggs’s article on “The Welfare State in Historical Perspective”
September 2:  Pro Welfare State Egalitarianism:  Rawls + Onion article + Commission on Social Justice Report: “What is Social Justice?”
September 7:  Documentary:  Wealth Inequality in America (Netflix) Ask for brief response essay.

September 9:  Against-Welfare State-Libertarianim:  Nozick +  Hayek’s “The Meaning of the Welfare State”. 
September 14:  More concrete justifications of the Welfare State: Avoidance of exploitation and dependency: “exploitation” + “dependency” chapters  in  Goodin.
September 16:   Continuation of   chapters in Goodin + “Workfare versus Welfare” debate: White’s article   “What’s Wrong with Workare?”
September 21:   Continuation discussion “Welfare versus Workfare”:  Hakesworth’s article on “Workfare and the Imposition of Discipline” + Goodin’s article  “More Than Anyone Bargained For.”     + Olsaretti et all “Workfare and Fairmess”
September 23:  Real Welfare State Capitalism: Goodin et al, chapter on  “Alternative Designs” +  Espin Andersen’s article on “Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism”
September 28:    Continuation debate on Real Welfare State Capitalism:  Goodin chapter on “National Embodiments” +  “Backround Expectations”  

September 30:  Class activity about Paternity Leave article from the different welfare state models’ perspective

October 5: Midterm

October 7:  Post-productivism, Work, and Leisure: Goodin’s  article on  “ The Post productivist Welfare Regime +  article  on incentives to work: “Why Do Americans Work so Hard?”  + NYT articles on differences between Europeans and Americans in terms of work hours

October 12: Break

October 14: Movie 
October 19: A Gendered  Welfare State?  Family, Benefits, and Gender Roles: Are Traditional Welfare States Fair to Women?  Fraser + Orloff or Hobston?
October 21:  A Gendered  Welfare State?  hobston or orloff + NYT article : “A Labor Market Punishng to Mothers.”
October 26:   A Right to Work?  Elster’s article “Is There (or Should There Be) A Right to Work?”  + Arneson’s article on “Is Work Special? Justice and the Distribution o Employment.”  VIDEO SINGLE HERE
October 28:  A Right Not to Work?   Levine’s article on  “Is There a Right not to Work?” A RIGHT TO WORK HERE
November 2:  Innovative Social Policy I: Capital Accounts: Ackerman and Alstott: “Your Stake in America”  + “ Taxing Wealth”
November 4: No class, Rollins Anniversary.

November 9: Innovative Social Policy II: Basic Income:  Van Parijs’ chapter on : “Basic Income Capitalism” + Zelleck’s article on  “Basic Income in the US…”

November 11:  The Welfare State in Multicultural Societies: Issues of  Social Trust. Kymlicka’s chapters from book on multiculturalism and the welfare state

November 16:  Healthcare: A Human Right?  Buchanan’s article on “Is Healthcare a Human Right?”

November 18:  movie:  Sicko

November 23:  Welfare Rights as Human Rights?  Griffin’s chapter on “Welfare” + Nickel’s chapter on “A Defense of Welfare Rights as Human Rights”.

November 25: Thanksgiving

November 30:  Review for Quiz

December 2: Quiz

